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* By Matt DeReno

ine years ago, former
North Hills High
School music teacher
J<z. N Warrenh Mercer set
Db organize a community

~»3¥e reserved space at a local
Sotial hall, but that proved tobe
p-'atistake. Eighty musicians

;& g;‘\:as simply tryiélg to }hmlf
hme way to stay busy after

refired” said - Mercer, who
1anght for 31 years. “I didn't re-
elize 50 many would be interest-

ed”

* > ‘Not all 80 stuck with it, but the
North Suburban Symphonic
‘Band is going strong with about
45 musicians.

“The band will usher in its 10th
-anniversary season with a trib-
ute concert on Sunday — Veter-
ans Day - at Ross Elementary
School. The 7:30 p.m. concert
‘will pay homage (o those who
:serve’m government and the
-armed forces. .

- The anniversary season is a
milestone for a community vol-
unteer band, Mercer said.

“Many similar bands start off
strong but do not last, That has
not happened here,” he said. “
expect the band will continue to
be viable for years to come.”

If 50, it will probably be due to
the efforts of band members
such as Kathy Wikowksi
Wikowski, who plays the French
hom, started studying under
Mereer in fifth grade and contin-
ued tiniil she graduated from
North Hiils in 1972,

7 “Shie.described Mercer as “a
very challenging teacher and a
great musician.”

- 5He was a reason why I
joined the band. ... It allowed
e’ fo continue learning the
Prench horn as well, He had a
laiack for picking challenging
music,” she said.

-+ Wikowski is one of a handful
of imeémbers who have been with
the band since it began in 1992,
Starting out as theband’s beard
secretary, she is now its presi-
dent.

Wikowski is not ene to blow
her own horn — unless it's

stll making music

- after nine years

sheiwed up on a coid November
gw; far loo many for the small -

made of brass, of course — and
shares credit for the band’s suc-
cess. e

“It takes everyone involved to
keep this thing going,” she said,
“The band is a great secret of
the North Hills, and we need to
get the word out to continue the
good things we have done.”

Those things include person-

'aliy inviting members of local

Veterans of Foreign Wars and
American Legion posts to at-
tend the concert on Sunday at a
reduced cost.

Those who attend will proba-
bly be invited to take part in one
of Wikowski’s favorite numbers:
a sing-along, with veterans of
each branch of the armed forces
standing to sing as that branch’s
anthem 1s played,

Wikowski's ability to evolve
has helped the band stay togeth-
er. With the help of a computer-
proficient  coll e, she
launched a Weh site for the band
at trfn.clpgh.org/nssh/.

That eflort and others, she
hopes, will draw in younger
members,

“It is very important to keep
younger people involved,” she
said. “To do so, we need to
speak their language, and today,
that language is the computer.”.

According to Wikowsk, since
the Web site started, it has got-
ten more than 2,000 hits. Several
new members discovered the
band through the site, she said.

Mercer, who will serve as
guest conductor on Sunday, re-
ttred as active director in 1995.
The position was filled by Edwin
P Arnold, chairman of Grove
City College’s music depart-
ment,

When Arnoid stepped down,
Erich Lascek stepped up.
Lascek has been with the band
for enly a couple of yesrs but ex-
pects to direct its members long
into the future,

Lascek discovered tie band

ghi}e m’ty tlfn%l _ttr'l:susicians for a
niversity o burgh-spon-
sored musical he was directing,
A friend gave him the names of
musicians in the band.
Eventually, he began playing
with the band and took the job of
music director — the band’s on-
ly paid position — when it
onened. Lascek’s regular job is

Above: The North Suburban Symphonic Band rehearses at Ross Elementa
Below: Warren Mercer, the organization's first conductor, will share conduct

concert.

as choir director at Gateway
High School in Monroevilte.

Among many things that
drew Lascek to the position was
the age range of band members,

“It is interesting to see band
members — some a5 young as
15, others close to 80 —- work
with each other,” he said. “I
car’t think of any other commu-
nity activity capable of bridging
such wide generation gaps.”

A number of members joined
in high school and then re-
turned after college.

Mark Shearer, a former
North Catholic High School slu-
dent and saxophone player, is
one such member. He ptayed for
the community band his last
two years of high school, then

- went to Gannon University in

Frie. He's now a student at Pitt.
When he got back to Pitts-
burgh, he got a letter from the
band inviting him back,
“1 was glad I did.” he said.

“Groing back has given me the
opportunity to continue to play
for people I know: It’s a passion
on the side. I plan to stay as long
as I possibly can.”

The significance of the Veter-
ans Day concert in light of the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks is not
jost on Shearer.

1 think it's going to be good
for the audience,” Shearer said.
“I cant do anything for the
country, but to be able to provide
some kind of entertainment to
people that may have iost some-
thing is good.”

Kelly Roofner, a *¢7 North Al-

legheny School District gradu- -

ate, played in the communily
band during high school, then
left to pursue a music degree at
Indiana University.

“I kmew since high school 1
wanted to major in music, but I
decided to switch gears in col-
lege,” said Roofner, now study-
ing video production at the Art
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Stadium
draws praise

By Matt DeReno

Gone are the rubble-strewn paiches of brown clod
that characterized the old Martarellj Stadium field.
In is the new “FieldTurf" a state-of-the-art playing
surface also used at the Steefors’ practice facility. -7 -
Gone are the sewage problems that plagued the vis-
iting team’s locker room, S
Gone is a large section of hill and trees that yarti
. blocked the indulgences of a group known as the Roy
t}ﬂ;)oéeélrg essentially a private party with a great view of
e ' . N - : .
Gone is the rubber track that truncated the eng .
zones, making for tricky footwork near the pylons: 2+
North Hills School District unveiled its eIV er
- Martorelli Stadium Sept. 21 to thousands of fafs. Cout
gsputes and lawsuits over the artificial surfupewame

S StateﬂepDaveMa;muk, D-Raoss; who atte
gge with his family, said, “It’s a fantastic, firstolg
- facility Itiswelldesewedfortheconnnmﬁtﬁ'l'his-ﬂ;&
dium is a source of community pride ... The néw <
will also prevent injuries, which | shauld know soméa-
thing about as a former ﬂger SO A
Art Bernardi, Butler football coach for 24 yedns :
and athletie director for four more, agreed. - :

. Dyeryhody that has this sort of field loves ﬁ’,,;ﬁ o

ST Bob DonasonPosiGazete | said. “This facly i a remendo ndous improvement
{e at The Fitness Factory in Seven Fiolds last _ ?n.?ae ?—Inal ,fmm%ﬁ%r&fﬁg a @l .
{3 heart defect. . S famous for his rule-book zeal, was a bit critical of the fr-
pe dians’newdigs:‘”l‘hemisnneasywayforahigﬂmvﬁ
to get from one side of the field to the other. Plus, :
are still standing on the sidewalk [a path that arcs frem
the malinthgate Iéo tltl:;e home big_ac!lerstihwatchiug e
. Eliﬂﬂinat'e »oo Co smethmg T : Fe(s?

_ Wayne Seelhorst, a recently retired math enchEr
. who has kept the Indians’ football statistics for 29years;

FAISE INONEY, | sixsicoomin e et

window in the press box. It might he preity dificulti
- herewhen it gets cold and the wind starts blowing "+

I Sease e "‘(Ilt's tgwe.sume,” said Chris Ferer, a 2000 distigt
R _ “It’s just really cool,” echoed Eric Norris, Whogl'&dr; id: '
. ' uated in the spring, - ' o wd

3

armore Linsey. Weir was lmpressed ! wlth
board, ‘and sey Vicky Kortz ciatet

i

“and . was found and repaired, . o L Ch
e "*‘;f:axfi'_t}tfé_ourfuv.ei-adva%;c‘::és R

s Inheartresearch, *. 0 a6 5 roblly ot Leg
. ey . L ' - " C . . . m,'mmejn : . £ _ T
T might not be here.” _ “Absoltely"gorgeous, The way i is ch iselert Tl
SR o - the!ﬂllsaldﬂossmmdentlienzmﬁg’,a k-
— Margaret Martin, o : ~ | Ress owner and board member of the North Hifls Quar:
" Cranberry : : | terback Club. “T}:ﬁ;)trﬂy pmlgtlem ﬁti(l)m aﬂmw.
' ' - . ers’ standpoint is we can't see e scoreboard.” '«
' ' Praise also came from coaches aswellasformerand

o “I was ‘more concerned with how the amb:

B ' - -lanceeomd-geghtootil:le field consi e ing hognbeatpgl
Dbt 4 it which sid (€0t playing on the oMl surface,” said Brian Hinterloliy
PO et s Ry | ERbap s s b dont think you.
risto  Ofhow tousea defibriliator willbe giv- - | - WAll have fhat probiem here. The lay of the andis much
%mmtg. en throughout the walk on Saturday.: . - i mxgﬁdﬁi]}' W 02 Who 55 casptis.
10, _ jstration for the walk begine ot _ . Ne s coach Eric Kasperowicz, w 0 a8 quarter
mea 9. infront of the Hospital Council - | . backled the Indians to the state championship in. 1963,
fang  of Western Pennsylvania building in Jaid, “The field is just great. The new surface is notas
vod” Thorn Hill Park. 0 Codingin injury-prone as a field would be. The surface
mon- gy e Courson, a formet Steeler  &Ives a little more than regular turf. Our players love
f o . ’- . ; . p onit” . L e
LAs. AnC heart disease survivor, is hon- efensive coordinator Pat Carey agreed. “When'1
0,000 Orary chairman, oL warin up tpe uised to , the field was great at e beginning of the
R;cll : mmaemblcshefore the 10.15 - seaso&gl}tt% was torn up gmrhlis the.end,’?wsajd %
T ; . o T | member of the 1987 championshi squad. “We wo
heaf‘.tt'.- F‘rans{ :Imﬁnggspﬁlnmilﬂﬂéf . gat Narth Allasb st 1.




MARSHALL

Bob Donaldsom’PoslGazeﬂe .

arkout on the statlonary bake at The F;tness Factory in Seven Fields last
jery eight years ago to comrect a heart defect

walk to raise money,
'ss of heart disease

tional in the Tr-Counfy Amenican 3K
Heart Walk on Saturday in Thorn Hill
Industrial Park in Marshall.

- Survivors of heart disease and
stroke from Butler; Beaver and north-

ern Allegheny countics vildve, jfvrt,ﬂ %

caps in the walk and form teams

;Jousmessesthan%ealth orgaﬁézangg_ .
support the fight against heart e
easé, stroke'and othereardiovascular . -
diseases that kill about%ﬂ 000 Amer-

fcans annually.

- “We also need’ SWRES vgﬁ the:(:l'
famlhes to participate in " sai
Betsy Kubacki, director of the walk. -

The American Heart Associafion
sponsors the annual event, held
around the country and at several
sites locally, to raise funds for contin-
ued research into cardiovascular dis-
easc and stroke.

The nationwide goal this year is to
raise $75 mitlion and have 650,000
walkers participate.

This year, the walk will become a
march in honor of the firefighters and
emergency medical service person-
nel who died as a result of the terror-
ist attacks. The American Heart As-
sociation will contribute  $250,000
raised from the event to the Sept. 11
disaster fund, and the American Red
Cross will be accepting blood dona-
lions at the waik sites.

Kubacki also emphasized the mis-
sion of “Operation Heart Beat,” a pro-
gram to educate pecple on how to re-
spond when someone has hada heart
apt:j:k to strengthen the *“chain of sur-
aval.”

“We want people prepared as first
*esponders to help anyone experienc-
ng an acute event,” she said.

Through efforts of the association,
avery commereial airplane has been
2quipped with an autornatic external

| am very Jucky this
was found and repaired.

Without the advances

in heart research,

' zones, malnngfor

%amemth his famlly said, “It's a fantastic, fir

* was the biggest improvement, while sophorﬂore Allan -
" mosphere.” Sophoglge aIess Marso

1'might not be here.”

— Margaret Martin,

- Cranberry

defibrillator, which can be used to aid
heart attack victims. A demonstration
of how to use a defibrillator will be giv-
en throughout the walk on Saturday,

Registration for the walk begins at
9 a.m. in front of the Hospital Council
of Western Pennsylvania building in
Thora Hill Park.

Steve Courson, a former Stecler
and heart disease survivor, is hon-
orary chairman, will warm up the
walkers with aemblcs before the 16:15
a.um. start.

St. Francis Hospital will provide
heart screenings. The Ambridge
Steel Drum Band will play. WTAE will
present demonstrations of healthy
cooking. Lemonade, food and mas-
f‘:ages witl await walkers at the finish
ine.

Raffles and prizes for the most
money raised will be awarded at
noon. For mere information, call
Kubacki at 724-869:0441.

Mary Kate MacKenzie is a free-
lonce writer,

In is the new “FieldTuri” a state-of-the-art playing
surface also used at the Steelers’ practice facility. > 37

Gone are the sewage problems that plagued th;e \ug.'

team’s iocker roo;n S

footwnrknear the

North Hills School District unveiled its renp:

- Martorelli Stadium Sept. 21 to thotisands of fa '

disputes and lawsuits over the artificial surfabsiwén
forgotten-amid the roar of the crowd and thundst i
marc}ungband Mostmattendancepraxsed

State Rep. Dave Mayernik, D-Ross, who atten

cility. 1t is well deserved for the cmnmumty y
dium is a source of community pride ;.. The néwiplf
will also prevent injuries, which I shmlltf know som&- :

about as a former
tmﬁtﬁemm‘d],l%uﬂerggefm coadlforzéyeﬁg

_ and athletic director for four more, agreeg. -

_ that has this sort of field loves it %
said. “This facility is a tremendous improvement ang [ -
anadvanla(feforNorﬂz Hills, Itlsthew{afyofthefutum:" _

Joe Halder, better known as “West View Joe,” a
famous for his rule-book zeal, was a bit critical of theIn-
dians’ new digs: “There is no easy way for a big crowd
to get from one side of the field to the other. Plus, people
are stilt standing on the sidewalk ta path that arcs from

~ the main gate {o the home bleachers) watching the

game. I thought that was something they wanted w
eliminate.”

Wayne Seelborst, a recently retired math Leacher
who has kept the Indians’ football statisties for 29 years,
had a different complaint. “The press box is actually
smaller,” he said. “I don't know if I like there not being a
window in the press box. It might be pretty difficult m
here when it gets cold and the wind starts blomng B

Younger fans were more succinct.

“It’'s awesome,” said Chris Ferer, a 2000 d15tr1c;t
graduate.

“It’s just really cocl,” echeed Eric Norris, whe grad
uated in the spring.

Sophomore Linsey Weir was impressed with the
scoreboard, and junior Vicky Kortz appreciated thg
concession stands. o

Chuck Kurbiance, a 2000 graduate said

Chaprman said the new stadium prometed “a gr&@t At

“It’s a lot bi
The “Ri si
‘absolu orgeou& The way it is chis

Ross resident Ken-Zalinsky, a el

&ess ow%el{lﬁndfbl?arﬂ nr@emrgg]r of tgg North Hifia Qnat
rback “The only problem from:a Bﬂwdxﬂg)qt -

ers' standpoint is that we can't see the scoreboard” -+

Praise also came from coaches as well as fomlerand
current players.

“1 was always more concerned with how the ambu-
lance could get to the field cnnsuienng how beat up 1
got playing on the old surface,” said Brian Hinterleiter,

a running back for the 1990 Indians. “I don’t think you -

will have that problem here. The lay of the land is much

improved.”

North Hills coach Eric Kasperowicz, who as quarter-
back led the Indians to the state championship in 1993,
said, “The field is just great. The new surface is not as
injury-prone as a regular field would be. The surface
gives a little more than regular turf. Qur players love
playing on it.”

Defensive coordinator Pat Carey agreed. “When 1
used to play, the field was great at the beginning of the
season, but it was torn up towards the end,” said the
member of the 1987 championship squad. “We would
get [North Allegheny) in here on a muddy and wet field
and it was sort of an advantage. _

“We might not have that anvmore, but our guys just
love the new field. You can see that after a game nobody
is banged up.”

“The footing is fantastic,” said running back Dary!
Zohb, who scored in the Indians’ 28-0 shutout of Butler
Area. “The field house is state-of-the-art. There will be
fewer injuries because of the surface. We don't have
scratches and bruises like we used to.”

Matit DeReno is a free-lance writer,
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By Matt DeReno

Big changes in recreation are in Avonworth
School District and its communities now that the school
board has given the go-ahead to a new group.

~Residents may see more recreational programs being of- -
fered, and thgdwill follow a new p ire for schbg:irll.ﬁing

the use of a field or gymnasium.

The newly created group, Avonworth Shared Recreation
Services, is intended fo coordinate the use of recreational
facilities within the school district and communities, apply

. for grants and fill gaps in recreational services.

. The ﬂ-oup will consist of three members; the schoo! dis-
trict, Ohio Township and ACORD, the Avonworth Commiit-

. tee on Recreational Development, which runs Avonworth

. Community Park and is made up of representatives from

. the school district’s five communities — Ben Avon, Ben

. ‘Avon Heights, Emsworth, Kilbuck and Ohio Township. The
school board's approval was the final action needed to cre-

 ate the organization.

' Details of how the group will operate still have to be
worked out, said Richard Manning, a recreation consultant
working with the group. Preliminary plans eail for each of
the three members to have two representatives on the
Avonworth Shared Recreation Services board and to con-
tribute to the organization’s budget, expected to total $70,000
‘annually. The group will advertise for a director, who will be
pﬂlgla salary and benefits package totaling about $54,500 an-
nually. '

. Residents are not expected to see an increase in fees cur-

rently charged for recreation programs, but the fees will be -

collected by the Avonworth Shared Recreation Services,
' rather than the school district or municipality.

Manning told the school board in April that all money col-
lected by the group will be put hack into the organization.
Onee costs are covered, some money maly]r be toreduce

thgdconu-ibution made by each of the three members, he

| COVERING THE NORTH HILLS, WEXFORD, §

.ational fprograms in the area

ES1 -

~ AVONWORTH SCHOO

Schedules, grants, needs a

A major of the group is {o streamiine sch of
mn’.fﬁ ftg;ilitieg ithin the schooldistﬁlmid itsti
commiunities g as a clearinghouse fot' information
on what facilities are available, Manning said-+*

For example, if a softball team in Ben Avon fieeds a Seld
for a tournament because its field is already in use, then the
Avonworth Shared Recreation Services could arrange for
the team to play on a field in Emsworth, - S

School district teams as well a3 commumity
schedule use of facilities through the new ‘grou

said. Part of the director’s job would be to prioeit
needs, he said, with school teams getting high pri

The group also is expected to improve the chances of the
school district and communities obtaining grants for recre-
ational purposes hecause the joint effort would-demonstrate
cooperation among the district and municipalities.

In addition, the g;oup also is expected to ideéntify recre-
ational needs and find ways te meet them. So far, Manning
said, the organization has determined that although recre-
appear to be adequate for chil-
dren of elementary school age, more services sre noeded
for older youths and senior citizens, = - :

E

Some opposed o
The scheol board's vote May 1 to go forwe

group was 54, with opponenis concerned about allowing a

non-public group to handie the use of public faeilities.

“I can't emphasize e the dramatic action this board
is pr;:_posing, board member Gary Short said at the May 1
meeting, o :

Short said he was not opméd to the 'coneept_ it of
resources ot collaborati.r_lg with other commiugities, but he

ICKLEY AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS

- Group formed to coordinate recreation

was concerned about the powers of the organization.

In a document he distributed to the board in-April, Short
stated: “The Pennsylvania school code vests authority, con-
trol and management of school district property with the
district’s elected representatives under the theory that
elected directors are accountable to the public which elect-
ed them. I am unaware of any provision in the school code
which permits a school L to turn over absolute control
of 2ll school property to a private organization.”

School board member Jack Connors praised the concept
of the group, saying the district’s financial contribution _
would get it a full-time programming director, rather than
the part-time athletic director it currently uses for schedul-
-ﬂ?, Plus the use of the facilities in the other areas and the
additional clout when applying for grants.

“Ohio Township and ACORD are not our competition,”
Connors said at the May 1 meeting. “We are the same peo-
ple. We are all the same community.”

Short also was concerned about whether residents were
adequately informed about the proposal, saying it should
have been placed on a ballot or residents should have been
surveyed on the idea.

“I dotr't think there are 20 people in the electorate that re-
ally kmow ing about this proposal. I was not elected on
2 mandate from the people to turn over district assets for
the use of what are essentially private individuals. This is
too sweeping,” he said.

Board member Eric Templin disagreed with Short at the
April board meeting.

“The board is not trying to sneak anything through,” he
said. “In fact, I am sure thge community wou%i applaud our
effort here. We have nothing we want to hide. This is sorme-
thing we should be celebrating.” _

Manning said a similar recreation organization has been
successful In Titusville, Crawford County.

Matt DeReno is a free-lance writer
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A $65,000 expenditure to
Center Avenue storm sewer isthe latest

in a series of hurdles encountered
distriet. bE:t%n:éﬁng_stucﬁes_ A
that the of the pipe, WhitH ¢
under the football ﬁek{:s b% ikl
erode. The line is fanctioning finé #r
now, l;l;t_ thefoschﬂgi board ag_rga_l last
week to pay for the replacemen :
tect the district’s investment, saidgi?:
m%tmsoﬁdmhﬁke“ﬁthﬁearsl‘ - Bd
es i _ raiseq .
price tag ts about $9,76 million, %ok
the $9.5 million originally approved by
the school beard in January 2000. Daje
Hall, director of fiscal services for the - -
district, noted that the project has mpt
You can't do that big of 5 pifect
lmthou' tnt :lde: coming yy i
wihh an -olaer- Pe.ft):’-’
, 'i"he' stadlﬁwas
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about any additional changes |
be made to theproject. ~ - 2o o
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‘School board did not violate
Sunshine Act, solicitor says

By Matt DeRenro

To quell controversy surround-
in%l the exchange of e-mail by
school board members that one
member claimed violated the
Pennsylvania Sunshine Act, Avon-
worth school board Solicitor
William C. Andrews has released
an eight-page document that says
board members did nothing wrong.

*In review of all of the e-mail
transmission it is clear that no vio-

‘lation has occurred,” according to

the document. “The e-mails be-
tween the [board) members are on-
ly an exchange of ideas and opin-
ions on a recently passed smoking
policy”

According to Andrews, “The
board members rightfully kept
their discussions to an exchange of
opinions in preparation for the up-
coming board meeting. It is formal
action, which triggers the[Sun-
shine] Act, not mere consultation
with other board members.”

The Pennsylvania Open Meeting
Act, or Sunshine Act, on the books
lor;%i)efore.e-mail was evmticii(;

requires governin, €s
ggnduct scheduled and gdvertised
public meetings to discuss and vote
on issues. Only the purchase or
lease of property, litigation and per-
sonnel matiers can be discussed ir
closed sessions.

Gary Short, an Avonworth board
member and a practicing lawyer,
last month crificized e-mail sent
from former board President Betsy
Radcliffe concerning the school’s
controversial efforts to curb stu-
dent smoking, He maintained the

e-mail violated the Sunshine Law.
The 5 documents, sent between
Feb. 20 and March 5, discussed
many ideas that likely would have
been controversial if they had been
made available to the public.
Those ideas included surreptitions-
Iy placing undercover students in
the bathrooms to monitor other
students’ actions, and rewarding
students who reported their peers’
misbehavior. Short distnbuted
copies of the e-mails at the school
board meeting March 12.

Short called the e-mails an at-
tempt to line up a vote in advance of
any meaningflil public deliberation
and called the action “arrngant.”

The ideas in the e-mails were
merely brainstorming ideas, Rad-
cliffe said. She resigned her postas
board president last week aithough
she remains on the board.

Short said that he “felt sorry” for

Radcliffe and that it was not his in-
tention to publicly humiliate her.
He simply wanted to draw atten-
tion to the fact that board might be
violating the law. Short said he vis-
ited Radcliffe to offer an apology.
The board subsequently asked
Andrews to compose a legal inter-
pretation of how the Sunshine Act

‘relates to the use of electronic cor-

respondence.

“A secret, prearranged meeting
did not occur during the e-mail dis-
cussions,” Andrews’ report said.
“Even though, the e-mail fransmis-
sions were sent to a majority of the
board members, the discussions
were not at a prearranged time.
The discussions did not occur in
‘real time’ with the simultaneous

exchan'ie and the receipt of opin-
ions with a call for formal action.”
Andrews cited Sovitch v. Shaugh-

_nessy, 1993, which he believes seisa

prior precedent: “Private discus-
sions or email transmissions
among board members are allowed
as long as there is no formal action
taken,” the report said. Citin
Morning Call Ine. v. Board of Schoo
Directors of South Lehigh, 1994, An-
drews said the courts have ap-
proved straw votes in closed meet-
ings of school board members
because formal action was not tak-
enuntil an open meetinl\%

“The analysis of the Morning call
case is directly analogous to the
[smoking policy] e-mall,” Andrew
stated. “There is no Sunshine vio-
lation with this e-mail because it
was not a cajl for formal action with
an intention to direct policy or com-
mit the board to a course of action.”

He said e-mail conversations are
easily monitored and could be con-
sidered public if conducted on dis-
trict computers, and that e-mail
conversations that use equipment
provided by an employer are open
to scrutiny by the employer

Andrews also recommended
that the board develop a policy on
e-mail, and to provide education
and training to its members on its
proper usage.

Superintendent James DeTrude
said, “We are geing through our
current policies and checking to
see what other policies exist out
there.”

Matt DeReno is a free-lunce
writer.
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Thierry RogeMeuters

.Brussels yesterday to protest the slaughter of cows and sheep
:@'s vital farm bett, confirming fears it could deal a blow to Europe's
jooked animaf products from tha European Union. Story, Page A4
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Tammy Felbaum is escorted from the state police bamacks

1

s may not be so easy

,-.-fa_nd revamp assessment opeta-

dions under the new home rule

g r. : s

7 Spot assessin% refers to re-
- ‘assessments that are done in a
way t,ha::lls creates, sustains or in-
creases disparities among proper-
ties’ assessed values. It typﬁ:algveirs
used to describe situations in

which assessment changes sre

:made in selective areas without re-
gard to the county as a whole,

. _Itis not a worry in situations for
“which taxpayers appeal the values
;assigned to their propertios by re-
4t Y

i

assessment contractor Sabre Sys-
tems and Service. Property values
modified as a result of formal a
peal hearings will go on the bool

as the official assessments for 200,

That means yers who ap
and win -should see the values
change hefore the end of the year

The same is true for municipali-

ties and school districts that appeal
what they believe to be under-as-
sessments. The county is countin,
on the taxing bodies {o help we

a—.funu nulghﬂ'l ii-abi;;] LI _l;l]’t;l‘ile'
ent to oppose the plan to re ]
carbon ﬂl%gﬁde. g
“ﬁ; atime when Eahforma halals ﬂ
ready experienced energy shorf-
ages, and other Western states are
worried about price and availability
of energy this summer, we must be
very careful not to take actions that
could harm consumers,” Bush said
. l}llls Iettghgy han red envi
is policy change angered envi-
ronmental groups, some Republi-
cans and scientists who study global
warming. But utility interests
cheered Bush’s stand as consistent

energy policy.

SEE POLLUTE, PAGE A8

Sunshihe Act

said to cover
school board’s
e-mail writings

By Rhonda Miller ..
and Matt DeRenos;. -

In tiny Avonworth School District
in Pittsburgh’s north suburbs, the
use of e-mail has created a contro-
versy that niirrors a growing issue
facing sehool boards and govern-
ments across the nation: Does elec-
tronie correspondence among a
querum of governing board mem-
bers violate open-meeting laws?

Gary Short, an Avonworth school

rd member and an attorney,
opened up the Pandora’s box at the
board meeti.n%eMonday night, dis-
tributing printed copies of five e-

ils sent recently to other board
members by Betsy Radcliffe, the
school president.

The e-mails discussed ideas from
Radcliffe that likely would have
been controversial — if they'd been
presented in publie,

Among other suggestions, Rad-
cliffe segr‘o;:»osed putting easually
dressed substitute teachers surre
titiously in school bathrooms to help

catch smokers, and paying rewards

- to students who report other stu-

dents’ bad behavior:
Short said he believed that stich
electronic discourse was a violation

SEE ASSESS, PAGE A-10

SEE R-RJAIL, PAGE A-10
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mhe  cian, had told them there wels 38 “angden A4 tgw?\?en uiy
-Saw  visible traumatic injuries — suchas  found numerous doad 2 s,
cluding turtles, a parakeet and a

lood- 3%%& or stabbing. g e
: 4 t ce, it was a t had been strung up in atree in
the back yard. P

rved, overdose,” McCune said, “The gugr :
cul The following day, Tammy Fel-

what  had a relatively small surgical cuf.
. the  What they would see [at the hospital  baum talked to mvestigators.

vi
voluntary manslaughter.

Post Gazette staff writer

emergency room] was a surgical

“The aceused refated that the vie-

Jonathan Silver contributed o this

E-MAIL FROM PAGE A-}

of the Pennsylvania Sunshine Act
and case law, ‘
“Deliberation of the school policy
by a quorum of school directors at a
prearranged meeting of school di-
rectors without notice of the public
is a violation of the act,” he said.
Corinna Wilson, general counsel

for the lvania Newspaper
Asseciaﬁggqﬂmsburg, agreed,

Donald Owen, an attorney for the
Penngyivania School Boargs Asso-
ciation, said, however, he wasn’t so
certain,

“No one kmows for sure ifit's a vi-
olation of the sunshine law” said
Owen. For a clear answer;, he said,
e-mail S}deelines would have to he
set by the General Assembly, or by
the court. He added, though, that he
advises school board members that
“chat rooms might be a violation of
the sunshine law if five or more
board members are gathered to-

‘gether in cyberspace.’

Owen said that he has received
inquiries on the question from about
100 districts around the state,

Pe; vania’s Sunshine Law,
created long before e-mail was in-
vented, requires government bodies
to hold prearranged meetings, dis-
cussions and votes in public, Only a
few topies, including personnel, real
estate or litigation, are exceptions
to the law and may he discussed in
closed session.

Wilson insisted yesterday that

“whether it’s an e-mail to all mem- -

bers of the board, or a daisy chain
where one members notifies the
next board membez, that is circum-
venting the sunshine law. You can’t

just have conversations and not -

give the public notice.”

Radcliffe, who called Short’s deci-
sion to release the e-mails was “un-
professional and rephrehensible,”
said that sehool district policy was
not being made in the e-mail corre-
spondence. She said that the e-
mails were directed to sehool ad-
ministrators, with copies fo the
school board members,

Excerpts from the e-mails, ali
sent between Feb, 20 and March 5

Radeliffe include an outline of a
plan for monitoring school bath-
r‘:”:'.‘!Ilfisagreecl, just hire a female fo

5 a female for
next week (hfal:ae her dress VERY
casu% and in sneakers)...have
her around...until she spots
some Kids moving toward the girl's
cafeteria bathroom... Simply have
the monitor slowly enter the door-
way and watch which stall they en-
ter. If they’re headed for the last
three stalls, it’s pretty certain what
they're going to do.

“If another kid is stationed at the
center of the sinks and is looking in
the mirror, that’s the kid who's do-
ing the outlook. That kid should he
naied too.”

Another e-mail handed out by
Short at Monday’s meeting cails for
sendors to be rewarded for catching
school students violating the policy:

“Perhaps the $50 fine could be

- Sunshine Act said to cover school boards

doled out as follows: $5 would go to
the individual, $40 would £0 to the
senior class, and the remaining $5
be put in the kitty for a reward each
month for the student who has
caught the most lkids.”

In another; she suggests asking
janitors not {0 clean the bathrooms

for a week to determine if that

would encourage students not to lit-
ter the bathroom with cigareties:
Short said, “These icular o-
matls are an attempt to fine up a vote
in advance of any meaningful public
discussion about the issue. It is not
only arvogant but overlooks the fact
that the public, who has elected the

hoard, may have somet.hing to con-

tribute to this deliberations”
Board member Susan Am-

bramowich disﬁd that the prac-
tice of sharing via e-mails was
wrong, “Sharing e-mails is like hav-
ing a conversation — sharing infor-
mation, halaneing ideas. I have not
heard that this is a violation of any-
thing” she said,

But board member Lymn Me-
Grath said she no longer wanted to
receive e-mails concerning school
policies and upcoming mg‘e%.ngs

Other states, including Florida,
have more expansive public records
laws, and the e-mail correspon-
dence of publie officials is open to
the public. ' o

Rhonda Miller is a Post-Gazette
staff writer. Mait DeReno is a free-
lance writer,
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eBay auction di

By Matt DeRefo

A rare comic book that surfaced
ast yearin a Cranberry attic drew
Jids much lower than-expected at
a_.nl Internet avction and:1s Sl for
zale. R T
The book, published more: thar,
50 years ago, was valued as high
15 $70,000 in mint condition but.
drew a high -bid of sbout $3,60
during the 10-day auction that end
2d Thursday morning, ~ 7+ ...

The .comic, "which introduced
e superhero “The. Green:
Lantern,” received 28 bids'from 18
vidders during-the auction con-
tucted by eBay, a popular auction

“I am:-definitely disappointed
vith the-outcome of the auction,”
aid Todd McDevitt, vho owns.
lew Dimension Comics in Cran-
erry.and who purchased.the com-

> in Qctdber from a Cranberry

; ﬁﬁca_-ﬁihﬂe-_tlééning her attic. OmiCS edition from 1940 featurin

“I was réally hoping to get a lot
ore for it becanse I had higher
fers for the comic before the auc.
i McDevitt said.

McDevitt would not say how  McDevilt said His copy is not in

ick he paid for the comic, Al mint condifion and requires
aerican No. 16, - - restoration work to repair wear
The $76,000 figure for the book * and tear and damage from marks-
ne from Overstreet Comic Book  left by tape. Pictures of the book
ice . Guide, ed in comic  were posted on the auction site to

cles ag the “bible of the comic

: display its condition.
ik industry” and was based on

FI am a firm believer in Mur-

the book being in mint condition,

o

A
St

pe. ¥ P o Ol

o o Tony FyelPo

Eg;s law. All the oth.;er comu:s this

sold to us were in excellent -

. condition, buf the one worth the
- most was not,” he said. '

McDevitt said since he did not

.get -the price he” wanted, he
‘plannied to showcase the book at a

+,..omie convention March 25 at But- .
Jer Mall, ,I-ip also can foature it at

from a

R . B S : GEIZE{{B.
L I SIConer trom: a br * New Dimension Comics in Cmnbe@- acquired a rare All American
oman. who found it andother Gomic gthe firstappearance of the Grean
Laq__te;n. The store soid the cornis baok on-eBay. Store manager Dean
Focareta and employse James Dufifed hold the eomic book,

;—: - .:_'.'-:I . . .

Book selle

an appraisal fair thers on Ma
He also will consider. moie
tional auction houses, such
Sotheby’s in.New York, which i
to attract setious colléctors.

" In light of the disappein

bids, McDevitt's assessment o

ternet auctions is mixed.
“1 really prefer to sell. che:
stuff over the Internet,” he saic

don't get a lot of demand for it

- like this so I was not sure ho

.would go. It does. enable pat
-over the world:to.bic
the comic book, which 5 gogd
fact, one of the bids came infro.
collector in Europe.”
Tom Duncan, whogvwmsoh

+ can Comics Books &Accesso
in Ress and has. sple-cofr
ugh Internet atctions,agre
“The. Internet is goodifor.
marily moving the cheap stut
_dor't reaily see a lot of interes:

- éxpenisive comics online. -

Duncaii said he did not exp
MeDevitt's comié-book:to go
much higher than $5,000prima)
Jbecause of its condition,™

_Jeff Bigley, of Bill ‘and Wa
Hobby Shep in Northway Mall
Ross, said his shop has a Web s
but he hasn’t seen enough infer:
en the Internet to start auctioni
Comics. '

Matt DeRenois a free-lamce
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‘municipal: staﬁ |
Over the.past.seven years, the.

Shaler comnussmnets.have ah— o
L tha wnship -has:cut.the number of
provec al%!;liliudget t‘t w“'meaéﬁ d mumclpglemplnymfrom 1074097,
percen % a reduction of 9. percent, township

%\ Manager-Timoth ers said

S: pin
The néw blldgetthiasnsl't}h-%mﬂh“"; o ln ertheilsaa{mdget, mone;’?f“l'
an_ths”year's: 4 ‘paving. will: rise-44 }gercent (o

rtytaxrétewﬂlremain

$8500[|0 an. increase
: yéai’s $450,000,

$200000

'.m )
at'1s ml“S -but SEWAge - Police, o the ‘other handhave

128 Gomn‘ussmners mej; Tuesday i %
- b buling o

‘*h vameﬁ m‘%ﬁsmouw“ das-
oh‘le at 0, an a8
'""-sessed at ¢21 250, will:continti¢:te - -actually: treats much of:

Been told it overtirie by 10

ack o the " Sewer ra arensmgbecause of
Xny several problems, Rogers said. .

¢ The township-must. pay
Alcosan, the ¢ounty’ etﬁency ‘that
e sewage:

rtyk‘l,ax produced. i the- cnnunumty; I

;7'; _ Thé;'wsa hudget calls tor 0.

39+ e The township Sewer pipes are
- aging.. Deterioratiol_ of - " pipes
~and ;storm water. itfiliration were

a8 the' main- reasmls repau‘s

j;ﬁm Avon a

PI'I'I‘SBURGH POST:- GAZE’I'I"E v " DECEMBER '37; 19

were needed to existmg lmes
The township will move'ih 1996
{ransfét:“responisibility: for: sews;
‘treatment to ‘ah independént’ agen:
cy;, much like the: towriship water
authority; Rogers: said. .
_ e service has; been opera
ing at a deficit: he said. In 1697, the,
revenues: from. .existing sewage
rates will.be $325,000 whxleexpen
tures amount

" the - differerie
Rogers sald_ It is. Emalrto subsldjze
-those losses:from the eneral. fur

because riol. all: ogby‘ ‘







T e

VLI Alts

approved

Construction permits still

‘must be obtained to start

_ By Matthew DeReng )

Boss commissioners have approved eontracts
for construction of a ropowf community park
along McKnight Rea . :

‘Main access will be via Evergreen Road.

- Atameetihg onMay 4, John Zottola Landscap-
ing of Penn Hills was awarded the contract with a
Iow bid of $1,266,394. o :

There were five bidders, and the high bid was
$1,355,484. - ’
. The new park will offer a regulation Ameriean

. Legion-league baseball field, a dekhockey arena,

indstands; 4 locker room, & multipurpose field

'E? either baseball or soccer, basketbail courts,

picnic ﬂavﬂions, a playground, walking trails and
a smail amphitheater with a portable stage.
Work is expected to take four to five months.
Approval of the contract with' Zottola helps
assure that commissioners will be able to ma
use of $200,000 in state funds set aside for the

projeet.

Money to hgilg buy and ﬂevelolp= the park land
was made avallable with the help of state Rep.
Dave Mayemik, D-West View, Further project
delays had put the development money in
jeopardy. ' '

] t.hér'e are no plans in place to build the-

community park by June 30, the $300,000 wouid
have to be returned to the state,” Commissiorier.
Kim Weigand said. “To return this money back to
the state would be a slap in the face to Dave’
Mayernik, who has been a godsend in getting this
money for us.” . T
Voting against the contract, Commissioner

Daniel P. Kinross expressed concern over-the -

rush to award a §1,
make use of §30

n gontract simply to

state permits and approval from several colinty
environmental agencies before work can-begin,
he said. The township has awarded a contraet to
build 2 eommunity park that it caitently is not
permifted fo build, he said.” A
Townislip Manager Thomas Lavorir
onee the contract is awarded; 8 meeting will be
arranged with representatives from the contrac-
tor to discuss a schediile for completion of the

 project. This meeting could take place in as soon

as a week. - ;
Paul Zottola, representing the contractor, was |

present at the meeting, He said it was tiormal

procedure to wait bl a- contract had peen
awarded before speculating about' pr

coz%pietion dates. o '
- Weigand said Ross badly needed another com-

SEE PARK, PAGE NW.-3
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Park construction gets go-ahead

"PARK FROM PAGE NW.)

+ munity park. It will serve people of
all ages, she said, and not just young
athleles: - o
- Toddlers could make use of the
. playground.
® Teens could play dekhockey.
_© Ethnic groups could host pic-
nies. -
¢ Senior citizens couwld have
.dances. T

¢ Plays and small productions
could be held in the amphitheater.
Ross does not have a similar
facility now, she said.
- Commissioners will discuss the
project in greater detall at the

pubiic wotks meeting tomorrow at 3
the township administration build- | ¢

ing on Perrysville Avenue.
Matthew DeRena is o free-lance i

writer,




SMAK ns IN THE NORTH

Shaler s Gally heads--- ;;:

By Mait De Reno

. When Jeff Gally becaime an Alle- -
gheny County deputy sheriff i in
1967, new offieers were not given
much more than a badge and a gun,
i herecailed.
i Asthe new president of the Alle-
i i gheny County Chiefs of Police As-
: :  sociation, Gally said he would work .
i - 1o ensure that new officers contin-
! uetobe betterﬁlreparedthanhe o
- was when they hit the streets.

Gally; chief of police in Shaler
since 1994, was sworn in. Thm'sday
t:als-. premdent of the chiefs associa-

on.

He suceeeds Chief Jack Lermnon
of Kilbuck,

The association has 240 mem- _ : _
. bers representing 127 R

| municipalities, ' The academy, $imilar to] pro-

Gally, 54, said one of the greatest  grams-offered In Wilkinshurg:and

 barriers to effective law enforce- . Pittsburgh, is run in coaper t“m
- i ment was negative public percep- ~~ with the chiefs association®
| Hons of police. Police are foo often signied toshow residents the kinds

“showm in a bad light by newspapers  of challenges : "JD’D
.| and television, he . Itis rare © “We want the public to lmio Fwho
- when the public meets with ?ohce we are, what we do, and whywe do
fficers on “positive ground,” h it” Gallysaid. =~ 7 v
ad g cagy i sty

i ges and occupations oo
i e oo byl 1he egh ek Shle regram, b
hel to dispel misconeeptions
bout the ;?:llxee, he‘slal S SEE “EW-" PAGE NW.-2
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Shaler’.’é G‘a]ly, ,heéds:fcunty pOIiée -chje;_fs asébciatipn __

NEWS FROM PAGE NW-1

said. Police officers, crime labtech-
nicians and lawyérs voluteered to
instruct about subjeets ranging:

“What is Réguired of a.
During an Arrest”> -+ ° 0,
articipants-seemed enthusias-
tic and interested, he said. Sessions
schedtiled for two hours routinel
ran asong as four, he said. Simi
civilian.academies are being .
planngd by chiefs in other munici-
palities, ,Gzﬂr said. :
- Gallyis all for using modern -
technology; and he predicted.that
" municipal costs could be cut by us-
ing up-to-dabe computer, video.and
surveillance equipment. =~ .

from “The:Use.of. adigi‘ﬁ)lgcne"go .
Civilian,

guch a system, distric! Justices: "

Offering one:qﬁh:,pfgil(}éhj{said-
e would lke to.se introduction. of
S videos iment system. Under.

wouild be allowed to-conductiho

 initial progeedings in a eriminal
“cage using two-way ielevision cam-

eras. The district justice would nev-.
er have to leave his office; and the
defendarlzi:lv?uld-noﬁ h’Ji.i‘lve -tonb:e ;
irans| rom joil. Tlus p -
dure-g?ould-*saste- rousands of dol-
lars in-police rdvel costs and
overtime, he said, and it would re-

" Jease police officers to spend more
“time on patrol in their

‘communities: ,
Gally also favors greater use of

4

"video cameras in patrol cars. Such
devicescan protect both police offi-

cers and civilians; he said. _
He favors adding sound record-
ers to patrol cars, but.that would re-

_ quire a change in state law. In

enngylvonia it is illegal Lo record

weotversations without the consent

of all individuals invelved.
Mast police like having video

 ecameras in their-cars, Gally said.

Videotapes can be a powerful tool
in drunken-driving ¢ases when sus-
pects can be seen stumbling
around iheir cars, be said. -

Gally said he regarded Shaler as

the best kept secret of the North
Hills. He bas lived most of his life-

_ in the area, Gally and his wife. Julie.
have two children, Jeff and Todd:. -

-Besides his poﬁ duties, Gally-

_has played a role in commutity

" affairs. . . .
Gally serves:on:the adyisory.

board of the Cops for Kids Char- .
lies, which raises:thoney for poor .
children through (

olf oulings.and..
other activities.

e als0 serves on: .

the boards.of the Crime Prevention
Officials of Westermn Pennsylvania, .

Shaler Area Emergency Medical:

Serviee and Beattie Technical . .-

School. .
Gallyjoine

ned Shaler policeasa . .;
patrolman in 196%; He waslater =
promoted o criminal investigator, :
He-was.madealieutenant in 1987 -
and a captain in:1988: ; .

R

-, Matt Dé Reno s o freelance.”



